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120 Jefferson Street ~ Swedesburg, Pennsylvania, 19405

(610) 275-1750
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Rev. Peter J. DiMaria
Pastor
frdimaria@shswedesburg.org

Rev. Thomas A. Nasta
Pastor Emeritus

Linda Moser
Coordinator of Religious Education
Imoser@shswedesburg.org

FOCUS Missionaries:

Caitlyn Sechuk
csechuk@shswedesburg.org

Thomas Horlander
thorlander@shswedesburg.org

Holy Mass:

Saturday: Anticipated Mass 4:00 pm

Sunday: 8:00 am &10:15 am

Monday through Friday at 8:00 am

Sacrament of Penance:
Sunday: 9:30 to 9:50 am

Wednesdays:
7:30 to 7:50 am & 6:30 to 7:00 pm

Saturday: 3:00 to 3:45 pm

Leo Brady
Sacristan

Valerie DiFilippo
Parish Bookkeeper/
Cemetery Manager

vdifilippo@shswedesburg.org

Joanne D’Alessandro
Parish Office Manager
jdalessandro@shswedesburg.org

Carl Gedeik
Director of
Liturgical Music

Joe & Jeff Houseal
Directors of Parish
& Cemetery Facilities




SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2024
TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

You may have noticed the American flag flying on the rectory front
lawn. Thanks to our wonderfully talented parishioner, Nick DeRosato,
we now have a flagpole from which the American and Papal flags fly.

Earlier in the year Nick approached me and suggested that our parish
property would be enhanced by a flagpole. | agreed. Using all donated
materials (stone, cement, slate, and pole) Nick volunteered his time and
crafted a beautiful base for the flagpole. So much of our parish’s campus
beauty is owed to the talents of Mr. DeRosato. God bless you, Nick. We are
all very grateful for your presence among us and all your hard work on behalf

of our parish.
Father DiMaria
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1 The "Book Club" will continue to
#&M&ﬂ- meet on the third Tuesday of each

& Foasnc _ month. Meetings will be held in the
Rectory Meeting Room beginning at
1:30. The first meeting will be on
Tuesday, September 17™. The book
Mec i for September is The Heaven and
“#¥ Earth Grocery Store by James
McBride. It takes place in Pottstown which should
make the book even more interesting. Please
consider coming and joining in the sharing of
insights. This book should be read in its entirety
for the meeting.

w4 T At

S
"Suddenly Seniors" will have its first meeting on
Thursday, September 19" at the Swedesburg Fire
House on Jefferson St. beginning at 12:00. Bring
your own lunch. Water, tea, coffee will be provid-
ed. Anyone able to bring a dessert, this will be

greatly appreciated. The speaker will be Father
Keyes of St. John the Baptist Church.

Anyone who is not yet a member of "Suddenly
Seniors" please consider joining. We would love to
have you join our group. Meetings are on the third
Thursday of each month.

SACRED HEART PARISH

Women's Daytime
Discipleship Group

Study Scripture and grow in the habits of
discipleship with other faith-filled ladies.

EVERY OTHER WEDNESDAY 11AM-12:30
BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 18TH

At the Convent basement office accross from the church

Meet new people and gain tools to grow in deeper
relationship with God and live out discipleship in your
everyday life!

LET ME KNOW IF YOU PLAN TO JOIN US!

Caitlyn Sechuk
240-289-3281
csechuk@shswedesburg.org

#143 Sacred Heart




SACRED HEART PARISH
120 JEFFERSON ST. BRIDGEPORT, PA

YOUNG 4 DULT HOLY HOUR

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION,

»/CG/NFESSION & MUSIC

DRINKS TO FOLLOW

7pm - 8pm

LAST WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH

SEPTEMBER 25 | OCTOBER 30 | NOVEMBER 27 | DECEMBER 18

CONTACT KENNEDY BUCKO W/ ANY QUESTIONS KENNEDYBUCKO@GGMAIL.COM




— MASS INTENTIONS -

Saturday, September 14
4:00pm Michael Rizzo

Sunday, September 15
8:00am For the People of Our Parish

10:15am Deceased Members of the DeStefano
Family
Requested by Spike & Joan DeStefano

Monday, September 16
8:00am Francis Coscia

1** Anniversary Remembrance
Requested by Wife, Rose

Tuesday, September 17
8:00am Jack Guziewicz
Requested by Watson Domurat & Family

Wednesday, September 18
8:00am Marianne Brandt
Requested by Sister, Martha & John Smoczylo

Thursday, September 19

8:00am Edward Pupek
Anniversary Remembrance
Requested by Wife, Barbara & Family

Friday, September 20
8:00am Msgr. Robert Forst

Saturday, September 21
NB: No 8:00am Mass on Saturdays

4:00pm John Kurecik, Sr.
Requested by Family

Sunday, September 22
8:00am Jack Janoski
Requested by Regina, lan & Family

10:15am For the People of Our Parish
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I.LITURGICAL MINIST'RIES

j==—"0kad
LECTOR _ EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
SERVER SACRISTAN CANTOR USHER

Let ‘Us Serve The Lord With Gladness!

The following Ministers are scheduled for our Parish Masses.

Saturday evening, September 21:

4:00pm

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion:
Valencia Zaremba

Lector: Peter Wisniewski

Sunday morning, September 22:

8:00am

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion:
Joan Koeck

Lector: Eileen Bralski

10:15am

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion:
Andy Moletzsky

Lector: Danielle Cantando

‘Weekly Report
August 31 - September 1, 2024
$8,574.00
September 7 - 8, 2024
$7,960.00
Thank you for your support of Our Parish!

The most important
mark of the Holy Spirit is
love. To love is to will
the good of others. If
you do not have love in
your heart, the spirit that
dwells in you is not the
Holy Spirit. It is another kind of spirit.
When you die, you will be judged on the
amount of love which is within you. Was
your life marked by loving God and willing
the good of others. That is the principle
mark of the Holy Spirit.

~Bishop Robert Barron
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This week the bread and wine
for the celebration of the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass is in
loving memory of

Jack Fugo
6" Anniversary Remembrance, September 11

at the Request of His Wife, Dottie, Children
& Grandchildren

This week the Sanctuary Lamp
in the Church burns in loving

Wl emory of
N | Rosemary Giovinco
at the Request of Her Brother, John Czapla

August Poor Box Collection

We collected $306.00 in the poor
box during the month of August and
have sent it to Blessed Saranelli
House located in the Kensington
neighborhood of Philadelphia. For
more information concerning this
apostolate, please visit their website at
https://www.bscphilly.org.

Thank you for your generosity to the “least of our
brethren.”

y For Our
ary Personnel

Please Pray For All Who Protect Our
Country, especially...

John F. K. Benedict (Major, USAF ANG), son of
Christine & Vince Benedict; Anthony C. Brandt
(CW3 Warrant Officer, U.S. Army Reserves), son
of Eileen Brandt; Zachary T. Brandt (Sergeant
US. Army), grandson of FEileen Brandt;
Matthew J. Capaldo (Commander, U.S. Navy)
son of John & Connie Capaldo; Michael
DeStefano, Jr. (Sergeant U.S. Army) grandson of
Jack & Sue DeStefano, Michael Gutkowski
(Lieutenant Commander, U.S. Navy), grandson of
Pat Gutkowski; Samuel Hoey (LCpl, U.S.M.C),
grandson of Leona Cottone; Noel Irizarry
(Specialist, U.S. Army), son of Patricia Epright;
Shane Jones (Sergeant U.S. Marines), grandson
of Fran Toth; Matthew McNulty (Chief Warrant
Officer 4 U.S.M.C.), son of Irene McNulty; Rick
McVoy (Lieutenant Commander, U.S. Navy) son
of Rich McVoy; Greg Philips (Lieutenant
Commander, U.S. Navy), Jessica Prostack (CW2
Warrant Officer, U.S. Army), daughter of Richard
Prostack;  Jeffrey Seamans (Captain, U.S.
Army), son-in-law of Dolores Burton, Stephanie
Zugay (National Guard), granddaughter of Greg
& Grace Zugay.

Angela Desmond
Fred Zugay

Mike Piskai
Eileen Brandt
Denise Kavanagh
Tom Kavanagh

{YOURE Y Cereal Sunday

E o f Al =Y I/
ICEREALTS Success!

i THE

: 1 Thanks are extended to
those who participated in our
: « =@ August Cereal Sunday. We
| THANK YU s ...collected 161 boxes of

B breakfast cereal which was

given to Martha’s Choice

Market, a food pantry operated by Catholic

Charities.

Thanks foryour MARTHA’S
generous CHOICE
response. MAR I((E\T lLACE
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CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES

Michael Martin
Ronald Halas
Ron Dalasio Marge Leszczynski
Francis Rodenbaugh III  Dolores Burton
Karen Braithwaite Fran & Rob Worral
Carol Katkowski Marion Raup
Chester Kowalski Joseph Saboe
Elaine Fertal Irene Elliott
Barbara Pruskowski Stanley Leszczynski
George Minnis Ayden Boone
Al Cowling Butch Rodenbaugh
Mary (Puzio)Stephenson Nicholas Janicki
Mary Boyle Catherine Bankowski
Fran Toth Michael Myers
Joan Birely Melissa (Myers) Sillah
Evelyn Horning George Estock
Martha Smoczylo Helen Bednar
Kelly Benedict Barbara A. Burkert
Patricia Gaffney John Smoczylo
Andrew Andreyko Laurie Ronan
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TO ALL

2024 Catholic Charities Appeal

“Thanks to the generosity of so many people throughout our local Church, I am thrilled to share that
the Catholic Charities Appeal has eclipsed the halfway point of its goal this year! We have raised
$6.5 million so far and that is outstanding! With God’s grace and your continued support, we will

reach the $ 10 million goal. These funds will allow us to bring hope to hundreds of thousands of
people in need throughout the region who count on our charitable ministries.”

— Most Reverend Nelson J. Pérez, D.D., Archbishop of Philadelphia

The 2024 Catholic Charities Appeal is over halfway to reaching its $10 million goal, and we need your
help to get there! A gift of any size can be a powerful catalyst for hope, enabling countless ministries and
programs across our five-county region to provide critical services—such as food, shelter, medical care,
and more—to nearly one million people each year. Thank you for your incredible generosity and support!

To make a gift to the 2024 Catholic Charities Appeal, scan the code or visit
catholiccharitiesappeal.org.

Thank you for your incredible generosity and support!

Archdiocese of Philadelphia Catholic Women's Conference

«’ro?; 7. Monday Night Rosary
¢ [ - \ . . .
= 0 & willbe recited in church
. mﬁ' jO)’Y (?f Ch)()lﬂﬂll/{m TV <5 each Monday at 7 p.m.
Sacred, Beloved, & Beautiful “WITHOUT ;’y"’ Pro sze HOly Hour at
Saturday, October 19, 2024 e & 12:00 noon each
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM IE BriuiANT, COUNT Wednesday in church.

¥ AS NOTHING,"
¥St. THERESE OF LisiEUX

All are welcome!

P,

%{‘7 @4 ONLIN EOI"’ Parish

«@ is now
. G IVING offering

Onlme Giving through Our

Sunday Visitor. Please visit:

https:/osvhub.com/
sacredheartbridgeport/giving/
funds

or Simply click on
the QR Code.

; D
Location Registration

Register online:
catholicwomensconference.org

b‘ Question:
archp
ad fl

Registration tncludes light breakfast, unch, hospitaliry

National Shrine of
Our Lady of Czestochowa
654 Ferry Road
Doylestown, PA

* 860 general admission

* 850 groups of 5+ 6
*  $20 college students
*  $15 religious sisters

\\'\\‘\\'.\'ll[ljl Yll('\\'l ymensconterence.org
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SEPTEMBER 15, 2024

24™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME AL A
| A (A

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson J Es u S

e
“The lazy, crazy, hazy days of Summer 2024 TFHE Nﬁ!ESS';A\H
will officially end next weekend. Looking .
back, we have our memories hopefully good
and perhaps sadly bad. Among the latter
that | have are those stories of drownings and shark attacks especially involving youngsters.
But above all those others, the one that hit me the hardest as | sat down to write these
words came the report back in June of a vacationing couple who were swept away by rip

currents leaving behind six children. Do you remember it also? And what about those six
sudden orphans? Pain and suffering clouds the summer sky.

The gospel today provides the context to consider the whole subject of human suffering, as
Jesus brings up the subject with His chosen Twelve. It hovers over even the best of our days.
Just as a hearse passing by a showy, red convertible drives home a point.

The bible tells us forthrightly that suffering entered our world with the arrival of sin. Sin as a
deliberate selfish choice to make ourselves little gods in defiance of the One Great God of
heaven and earth.

“We will decide what's right and wrong; what's best for us; what will make us happy, and You,
O God, had best pay attention!” Oh, we never actually phrase it that way, much less say it out
loud, but that's the ultimate source of our sin.

Jesus tells us how to handle our suffering, physical or spiritual. It is to unite ours with His and
make it redemptive for the world. That is the partial theology behind the old directive to
“offer it up.”

| recently read a biography of Pope St. John Paul I, whom | have no hesitation calling “the
Great.” Almost a whole generation has come along since his death in 2005, but they need to
know of him and how we were blest with his pontificate. Of his physical sufferings in life, the
author wrote the following:

During his pontificate, he dislocated his shoulder, broke his femur, underwent surgeries for his hip and
ankle and to remove his appendix, gallstones, and an orange-sized tumor from his colon. He suffered
osteoarthritis in his right knee, and intestinal disorder, the loss of hearing in both ears, Parkinson’s disease,
and underwent routine colonoscopies and was given a feeding tube—and this does not even include the
injuries he sustained when he was struck by a Nazi truck in Poland, the mono mononucleosis he suffered as
a bishop, or the two bullets he took during his assassination attempt. Because he spent no fewer than 164
days in the Gelling Hospital, he started calling it Vatican Ill (after St. Peter's and Castel Gandolfo)?

After one of his hospitalizations, he said “I accept this trial too from the hands of God, who arranges
everything in accordance with His providential plans, and | offer it for the good of the Church.”

Add to that young Blessed Carlo Acutis’ remark that he offered his leukemia at age 15 “for
the pope and the Church” and you begin to see the best interpretation of your sufferings
from holy people of all ages.

That thinking makes us more than Churchgoers. We become, however gradually, true disci-
ples. For all four seasons. And a good postscript here is this warning: “Satan is not afraid of a
Bible with dust on it.”

God love you and give you His peace.

7 #143 Sacred Heart



Keith J. Murphy
Supervisor
Funeral Director

G

305 Jefferson Street » Swedesburg, PA 19405

Funeral Home

610-275-6385
www.gutkowskifuneralhome.com

Founders
Bernard S. Gutkowski, Sr. Pauline H. Gutkowski ‘Walter Gutkowski
1915-1966 1911-2007 1941-2012
Family Owned and FREE INSPECTION|

Serving the community since 1941

Bernard S. GutkRowsRki

Bernard S. Gutkowski
Funeral Director

Operated Since 1987 09

99

RIGHTWAY

WATERPROOFING CO.
BASEMENT WATERPROOFING

MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR

215-427-1727

www.RightwayWaterproofing.com

Licensed & Insured

4th Street

Edmund J. Campbell, Jr.

P: (610) 992-5885
ecampbell@campbellroccolaw.com

CAFE

CamreeeLL. Rocco Law Loe

www.CampbellRoccoLaw.com

2701 Renaissance Blvd., 4™ Floor, King of Prussia, PA 19406

Serving Breakfast All Day!
Open 7 Days
Dine in - Take Out
26 W. 4th St., Bridgeport, PA 19405

610-489-4640

4thstreetcafebridgeport.com

ANNE M. FACCHIANO PACE, DMD

Fellow: Academy of
General Dentistry

Team Fabiani

3 .~ Diocese Member
SE RVPRO. Famlly & Cosmetic Dentistry

Cleaning. Restoration. Construction.

610-337-3330

Celebrating 85 Years of Business

Gregory W. Philips
Attorney at Law
ZONING » FAMILY LAW
WILLS & ESTATES
PERSONAL INJURY
"I MAKE HOUSE CALLS"
610-323-1400

Personal & Relaxing
Implant Crowns - Soft Tissue Laser

Clear Aligner Therapy for Straight Teeth

. : Call Us For More Info About Upcoming Dates & Locations!
Join US...for our Pre-Planning Seminars el s or og il_ ius i)c:;{n;ug I:Is ocations
Get your ducks in a row. kb=~ www.PhiIadeIphianthoIicCemeteries.com

We'll guide you through the steps of preparing your final W|shes
options for placement of your remains, funeral personalization,
and addressing the financial options of final expenses.

PHILADELPHIA ¢ BUCKS °* MONTCO ° DELAWARE ¢ CHESTER

PHILADELPHIA
CATHOLIC CEMETERIES oy

. Open 7 Days a Week
:lgi?ispt';‘“e,:t- 2\W. 4th St., Bridgeport, PA
610-275-3780
610-275-3990
—= (_EsT.1888

MOORE, SNEAR

ERUGCIERO

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY, INC.

300 Fayette Street
Conshohocken, PA 19428
610-828-0330
www.msrfh.com

Donald E. Moore - Supervisor

catholicmatch’

Pennsylvania
CatholicMatch.com/datePA

+ American
" Red Cross

VOLUNTEER

with the American Red Cross

Bello Reilley

basement waterproofing

"\BRVD

McGrory & DiPippo

Personal Injury * Real Estate * Bankruptcy ¢ Criminal Law * Domestic Law/Div
Estate Planning * Taxation ¢ Workers Compensation ¢ License Suspension/DL

Corporate Law

It Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains - Foundation Repair - Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed

610-696-0100
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com
143 Sacred Heart, Swedesburg, PA

Salvatore F. Bello, Jr.* | Robert J. Reilley, Jr.*

Daniel T. McGrory* | Gregory P. DiPippo* | Salvatore F. Bello, 111
*Also Admitted in NJ

Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer

« Administrative & Municipal Law

JOHN PATRICK
publishing company, inc.
For Advertising
Information Contact
WYATT GROVE
Cell: 610-212-9298
wegrove@jppc.net

Bacchi Funeral Home
& Crematory, Ltd.
805 DeKalb Street Bridgeport, PA 19405
Phone: 610-272-1941 Fax: 610-278-6683

www.bacchifh.com
Heather M. Hughes, Supervisor

Darryl R. Bacchi

WS

Szpindor-Meyers
Funeral Home, P.C.
101 North Park Avenue Trooper, PA 19403
Phone: 610-539-8010 Fax: 610-635-0284

www.meyersfh.com
James T. Meyers
Supervisor

Julia K. Meyers
Francis X. Givnish

Timothy J. Meyers
Licensed in PA and DE

John Patrick Publishing Company - 1-800-333-3166 * www.jppc.net
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